
OCTOBER 2013 CALENDAR

NATIONAL AIDS AWARENESS MONTH

LGBT HISTORY MONTH

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE      
AWARENESS MONTH

9/15 - 10/15 - National Hispanic Heritage Month
1 - World Vegetarian Day
4 - St Francis Day (Catholic Christian) 
4 - National Diversity Day (US)
5 - World Teachers Day 
6 - National German-American Day (US)
6-12 - National Physician Assistant Week (US)
6-12 - Emergency Nurses Week (US)
5-13 - Navaratri (Hindu)
10 - World Mental Health Day
12 - Columbus Day (US)
14 - Thanksgiving Day (Canada)
15-18 - Eid al Adha (Islam)
31 - All Hallow’s Eve (Western Christianity)
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October is LGBT 
History Month

“LGBT History Month sends an important message to our nation’s teachers, school boards, 
community leaders, and youth about the vital importance of recognizing and exploring the 
role of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people in American history.”

 George Chauncey, Samuel Knight Professor of American History 
 and Chair of the History Department, Yale University

About LGBT History Month
In 2013, LGBT History Month celebrates the achievements of 31 lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or transgender Icons. Each day in October, a new LGBT Icon 
is featured with a video, bio, bibliography, downloadable images and other 
resources.

Background
In 1994, Rodney Wilson, a Missouri high school teacher, believed a month 
should be dedicated to the celebration and teaching of gay and lesbian his-
tory, and gathered other teachers and community leaders. They selected 
October because public schools are in session and existing traditions, such 
as Coming Out Day (October 11), occur that month.

Gay and Lesbian History Month was endorsed by GLAAD, the Human 
Rights Campaign, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the National 
Education Association, and other national organizations. In 2006, Equality 
Forum assumed responsibility for providing content, promotion and re-
sources for LGBT History Month.

The LGBT community is the only community worldwide that is not taught 
its history at home, in public schools or in religious institutions. LGBT His-
tory Month provides role models, builds community and makes the civil 
rights statement of our extraordinary national and international contribu-
tions.

Source: http://lgbthistorymonth.com
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This issue of Cultural News was produced by UC Davis Medical Interpreting Department editorial team.  Questions? Comments?  
Please call Medical Interpreting Services at 916-734-2321 or e-mail elena.morrow@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu

New Interpreter Profi le: Clarissa Lugo

International Interpreter Day - 2013
On September 30th Medical Interpreting Services department held its 
annual celebration of the International Interpreter/Translator Day.  

International Translation Day is celebrated every year on 30 Septem-
ber on the feast of St. Jerome, the Bible translator who is considered 
to be the patron saint of translators. The celebrations have been pro-
moted by IFT (the International Federation of Translators) ever since 
it was set up in 1953. In 1991 IFT launched the idea of an offi cially 
recognized International Translation Day to show solidarity of the 
worldwide translation community in an effort to promote the transla-
tion profession in different countries. This day is an opportunity to 
display pride in a profession that is becoming increasingly essential in 
the era of progressing globalization.

Medical Interpreting Services promotes the health system’s goal to 
provide person- and family-centered care.  We also support the health 
system’s goal of the strategic use of technology.  Notably, UC Davis 
Medical Center is the fi rst medical facility in the Sacramento region to 
use video technology to provide language services to our patients and 
their families.

Clarissa Lugo is the newest member of the MIS Spanish-language 
team.  She was born & grew up in San Salvador - the capitol city of 
El Salvador.  At 18 years of age Clarissa decided to change her life 
and move to the US to reunite with her father’s relatives.  She studied 
English intensely before immigrating, and was able to get a job as an 
educational interpreter/translator with Grant Unifi ed School district in 
Sacramento.  Clarissa’s work involved both oral interpreting & written 
translation at the high school & adult education levels.  She also at-
tended community college & received an AA degree in Liberal Arts & 
did some course work in Business Administration.  Clarissa invested 
a lot of time into bettering her own interpreting skills by studying 
consecutive and simultaneous interpreting, which came in handly at 
the district offi ce conferences & meetings.

Clarissa’s passion for languages led her to join the American Translator’s Association, and receive a certifi cate in written translation at 
Truckee Meadows Community college.  She is currently fi nishing a certifi cate course in written translation with UC San Diego, and 
attends trainings through California Healthcare Interpreters Association.  Clarissa fi nished the 40-hour “Connecting Worlds” training 
with UC Davis Medical Center in the summer of 2013, and was hired in the medical interpreter capacity.  “I felt very nervous at fi rst 
because this is such a huge place - so many buildings and clinics, but it was reassuring to be joining a very professional & impressive 
team of interpreters.  I enjoy helping patients receive medical care, as it would be a terrifying experience for someone with limited 
knowledge of English to receive care without an interpreter & risk being misdiagnosed.  I have the outmost respect for medical inter-
preters - we provide life-saving services!” - says Clarissa.  When she has free time, Clarissa enjoys Bikram yoga, baking, listening to 
music, and reading.  Welcome onboard, Clarissa!  We are happy to welcome you to our MIS team!  


